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Who can approach a 
holy God… and how?
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16:1-15 
Korah’s Rebellion



They assembled themselves together against Moses and 
against Aaron and said to them, “You have gone too far! 
For all in the congregation are holy, every one of them, 
and the LORD is among them. Why then do you exalt 
yourselves above the assembly of the LORD?” 

-Numbers 16:3

When Moses heard it, he fell on his face, and he said to 
Korah and all his company, “In the morning the LORD will 
show who is his, and who is holy, and will bring him near 
to him. The one whom he chooses he will bring near to him. 
Do this: take censers, Korah and all his company; put fire in 
them and put incense on them before the LORD tomorrow, 
and the man whom the LORD chooses shall be the holy 
one. You have gone too far, sons of Levi!” 

-Numbers 16:4–7



And Moses said to Korah, “Hear now, you sons of Levi: is it 
too small a thing for you that the God of Israel has 
separated you from the congregation of Israel, to bring you 
near to himself, to do service in the tabernacle of the LORD 
and to stand before the congregation to minister to them, 
and that he has brought you near him, and all your 
brothers the sons of Levi with you? And would you seek the 
priesthood also? Therefore it is against the LORD that you 
and all your company have gathered together. What is 
Aaron that you grumble against him?” 

-Numbers 16:8–11
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And as soon as he had finished speaking all these words, 
the ground under them split apart. And the earth opened 
its mouth and swallowed them up, with their households 
and all the people who belonged to Korah and all their 
goods. So they and all that belonged to them went down 
alive into Sheol, and the earth closed over them, and they 
perished from the midst of the assembly. And all Israel who 
were around them fled at their cry, for they said, “Lest the 
earth swallow us up!” And fire came out from the LORD 
and consumed the 250 men offering the incense. 

-Numbers 16:31–35
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But on the next day all the congregation of the people of 
Israel grumbled against Moses and against Aaron, saying, 
“You have killed the people of the LORD.” 

-Numbers 16:41
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And when the congregation had assembled against Moses 
and against Aaron, they turned toward the tent of meeting. 
And behold, the cloud covered it, and the glory of the 
LORD appeared. 

-Numbers 16:42
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So Aaron took it as Moses said and ran into the midst of 
the assembly. And behold, the plague had already begun 
among the people. And he put on the incense and made 
atonement for the people. And he stood between the dead 
and the living, and the plague was stopped. 

-Numbers 16:47–48
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“And the staff of the man whom I choose shall sprout. Thus 
I will make to cease from me the grumblings of the people 
of Israel, which they grumble against you.” 

-Numbers 17:5

And the people of Israel said to Moses, “Behold, we 
perish, we are undone, we are all undone. Everyone who 
comes near, who comes near to the tabernacle of the 
LORD, shall die. Are we all to perish?” 

-Numbers 17:12–13
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And no one takes this honor for himself, but only when called 
by God, just as Aaron was. So also Christ did not exalt 
himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him 
who said to him, 
  “You are my Son, 
	   today I have begotten you”; 

as he says also in another place, 
  “You are a priest forever, 
	   after the order of Melchizedek.” 

-Hebrews 5:4–6
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