
God’s people must be 
uncompromising in their rejection 

of sin and pursuit of unity.



1 While Israel lived in Shittim, the people began to 
whore with the daughters of Moab. 2 These invited the 
people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people 
ate and bowed down to their gods. 3 So Israel yoked 
himself to Baal of Peor. And the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against Israel.

Numbers 25:1–3



16 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 17 “Harass the 
Midianites and strike them down, 18 for they have 
harassed you with their wiles, with which they beguiled 
you in the matter of Peor, and in the matter of Cozbi, 
the daughter of the chief of Midian, their sister, who 
was killed on the day of the plague on account of 
Peor.”

Numbers 25:16–18

NUMBERS 31 



NUMBERS 31 

War Against the Midianites (vv. 1–18) 

1 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Avenge the 
people of Israel on the Midianites. Afterward you shall 
be gathered to your people.” 3 So Moses spoke to the 
people, saying, “Arm men from among you for the war, 
that they may go against Midian to execute the Lord’s 
vengeance on Midian. 4 You shall send a thousand from 
each of the tribes of Israel to the war.”

Numbers 31:1–4



15 Moses said to them, “Have you let all the women 
live? 16 Behold, these, on Balaam’s advice, caused the 
people of Israel to act treacherously against the Lord in 
the incident of Peor, and so the plague came among the 
congregation of the Lord.

Numbers 31:15–18

17 Now therefore, kill every male among the little ones, 
and kill every woman who has known man by lying with 
him. 18 But all the young girls who have not known man 
by lying with him keep alive for yourselves.

Numbers 31:15–18
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NUMBERS 31 

War Against the Midianites (vv. 1–18) 

Purification from War (vv. 19–24) 

Division of the Plunder (vv. 25–47) 

Offering of Atonement (vv. 48–54)



I am the Lord, and there is no other,  
besides me there is no God;

Isaiah 45:5a



God’s people must be uncompromising in 
their rejection of sin and idolatry.



NUMBERS 32 

NUMBERS 32 

A Request (vv. 1–5) 



Now the people of Reuben and the people of Gad had 
a very great number of livestock. And they saw the land 
of Jazer and the land of Gilead, and behold, the place 
was a place for livestock.

Numbers 32:1

NUMBERS 32 

A Request (vv. 1–5) 

Moses Responds (vv. 6–15) 



6 But Moses said to the people of Gad and to the 
people of Reuben, “Shall your brothers go to the war 
while you sit here? 7 Why will you discourage the heart 
of the people of Israel from going over into the land 
that the Lord has given them? 8 Your fathers did this, 
when I sent them from Kadesh-barnea to see the land.

Numbers 32:6–15

9 For when they went up to the Valley of Eshcol and saw 
the land, they discouraged the heart of the people of Israel 
from going into the land that the Lord had given them. 10 
And the Lord’s anger was kindled on that day, and he 
swore, saying, 11 ‘Surely none of the men who came up out 
of Egypt, from twenty years old and upward, shall see the 
land that I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob, because they have not wholly followed me,

Numbers 32:6–15



12 none except Caleb the son of Jephunneh the 
Kenizzite and Joshua the son of Nun, for they have 
wholly followed the Lord.’ 13 And the Lord’s anger was 
kindled against Israel, and he made them wander in the 
wilderness forty years, until all the generation that had 
done evil in the sight of the Lord was gone.

Numbers 32:6–15

14 And behold, you have risen in your fathers’ place, a 
brood of sinful men, to increase still more the fierce 
anger of the Lord against Israel! 15 For if you turn away 
from following him, he will again abandon them in the 
wilderness, and you will destroy all this people.”

Numbers 32:6–15
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NUMBERS 32 

A Request (vv. 1–5) 

Moses Responds (vv. 6–15) 

A Requested, Amended (vv. 16–20) 

Moses Responds (vv. 20–27) 

20 So Moses said to them, “If you will do this, if you will take 
up arms to go before the Lord for the war, 21 and every 
armed man of you will pass over the Jordan before the 
Lord, until he has driven out his enemies from before him  
22 and the land is subdued before the Lord; then after that 
you shall return and be free of obligation to the Lord and to 
Israel, and this land shall be your possession before the 
Lord. 23 But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned 
against the Lord, and be sure your sin will find you out.

Numbers 32:20–23



NUMBERS 32 

A Request (vv. 1–5) 

Moses Responds (vv. 6–15) 

A Requested, Amended (vv. 16–20) 

Moses Responds (vv. 21–27) 

Arrangements Made (vv. 28–42)



God’s people must be uncompromising  
in their pursuit of unity

1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a 
manner worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, 
bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body 
and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that 
belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism,  
6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all 
and in all.

Ephesians 4:1–6
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