
16:25-27

Got wants you 
to hate sin



1. Our propensity to sin 
2. Our need for atonement 
3. Our call to battle

While Israel lived in Shittim, the people began to whore 
with the daughters of Moab. 

-Numbers 25:1



(for you shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose 
name is Jealous, is a jealous God), lest you make a 
covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and when they 
whore after their gods and sacrifice to their gods and you 
are invited, you eat of his sacrifice, and you take of their 
daughters for your sons, and their daughters whore after 
their gods and make your sons whore after their gods. 

-Exodus 34:14–16

These invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and 
the people ate and bowed down to their gods. So Israel 
yoked himself to Baal of Peor. And the anger of the LORD 
was kindled against Israel. 

-Numbers 25:2–3
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"The Bible startles its readers by the way it juxtaposes the 
brightest of revelations and the darkest of sins. The 
lawgiving at Sinai was followed by the making of the 
golden calf... Here we have another classic example of this 
pattern, the wonderful prophecies of Balaam are succeeded 
by the great apostasy at Peor. In this way Scripture tries to 
bring home to us the full wonder of God's grace in face of 
man's incorrigible propensity to sin." 

  -Gordon J. Wenham
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Idolatry:  
When we look to something    
other than God for anything   
we’re to look ultimately to God for
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"If God does not exist, then everything is permissible. If there is 
no transcendent being to define for us what is right and what is 
wrong, then there can be no absolute right and wrong, only 
personal preferences. If there is no one with the authority to 
command us ‘Thou shalt not murder’ becomes a mere opinion, a 
suggestion rather than a commandment. However, if there is a 
transcendent being who has commanded what our behavior 
should be, then it is perfectly logical that his first commandment 
should restrict us from worshiping any pretenders to his throne.” 

  -Iain M. Duguid



You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take 
from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD 
your God that I command you. Your eyes have seen what 
the LORD did at Baal-peor, for the LORD your God 
destroyed from among you all the men who followed the 
Baal of Peor. But you who held fast to the LORD your God 
are all alive today. 

-Deuteronomy 4:2–4
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1. Our propensity to sin 
2. Our need for atonement 
3. Our call to battle

And the LORD said to Moses, “Take all the chiefs of the 
people and hang them in the sun before the LORD, that the 
fierce anger of the LORD may turn away from Israel.” And 
Moses said to the judges of Israel, “Each of you kill those 
of his men who have yoked themselves to Baal of Peor.” 

-Numbers 25:4–5
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And behold, one of the people of Israel came and brought 
a Midianite woman to his family, in the sight of Moses and 
in the sight of the whole congregation of the people of 
Israel, while they were weeping in the entrance of the tent 
of meeting. 

-Numbers 25:6



When Phinehas the son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest, 
saw it, he rose and left the congregation and took a spear 
in his hand and went after the man of Israel into the 
chamber and pierced both of them, the man of Israel and 
the woman through her belly. Thus the plague on the 
people of Israel was stopped. Nevertheless, those who 
died by the plague were twenty-four thousand. 

-Numbers 25:7–9

And the LORD said to Moses, “Phinehas the son of Eleazar, 
son of Aaron the priest, has turned back my wrath from the 
people of Israel, in that he was jealous with my jealousy 
among them, so that I did not consume the people of Israel 
in my jealousy. Therefore say, ‘Behold, I give to him my 
covenant of peace, and it shall be to him and to his 
descendants after him the covenant of a perpetual 
priesthood, because he was jealous for his God and made 
atonement for the people of Israel.’” 

-Numbers 25:10–13



16:25-27

1. Our propensity to sin 
2. Our need for atonement 
3. Our call to battle



We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them 
did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 

-1 Corinthians 10:8

We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them 
did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 

Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 

-1 Corinthians 10:8, 14 



1. Our propensity to sin 
2. Our need for atonement 
3. Our call to battle

1 While Israel lived in Shittim, the people began to whore with 
the daughters of Moab. 

5 And Moses said to the judges of Israel, “Each of you kill 
those of his men who have yoked themselves to Baal of Peor.” 

11 “Phinehas the son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest, has 
turned back my wrath from the people of Israel, in that he 
was jealous with my jealousy among them, so that I did not 
consume the people of Israel in my jealousy. 

-Numbers 25:1, 5, 11
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And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Harass the 
Midianites and strike them down, for they have harassed 
you with their wiles, with which they beguiled you in the 
matter of Peor, and in the matter of Cozbi, the daughter of 
the chief of Midian, their sister, who was killed on the day 
of the plague on account of Peor.” 

-Numbers 25:16–18



But I have a few things against you: you have some there 
who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put 
a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they 
might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual 
immorality. 

-Revelation 2:14

Behold, these, on Balaam’s advice, caused the people of 
Israel to act treacherously against the LORD in the incident 
of Peor, and so the plague came among the congregation 
of the LORD. 

-Numbers 31:16



16:25-27


