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“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of 
the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom 
of heaven. 

-Matthew 5:20



16:25-27

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill 
them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass 
away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all 
is accomplished. 

-Matthew 5:17–18
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1. Don’t  
    Misunderstand  
    the Gospel 
2. Take Scripture  
    Seriously

“Therefore whoever relaxes 
one of the least of these 
commandments and teaches 
others to do the same will be 
called least in the kingdom of 
heaven, but whoever does 
them and teaches them will be 
called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. 

-Matthew 5:19
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“As to 'caring for' the Sermon on the Mount, if 'caring for' 
here means 'liking' or enjoying, I suppose no one 'cares 
for' it. Who can like being knocked flat on his face by a 
sledge-hammer? I can hardly imagine a more deadly 
spiritual condition than that of the man who can read the 
passage with tranquil pleasure. This is indeed to be 'at 
ease in Zion'.” 

C.S. Lewis  
God in the Dock: Essays on Theology and Ethics
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1. Don’t  
    Misunderstand  
    the Gospel 
2. Take Scripture  
    Seriously 
3. Understand  
    the Heart of  
    Righteousness

“For I tell you, unless your 
righteousness exceeds that of 
the scribes and Pharisees, you 
will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 

-Matthew 5:20
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“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah… For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law 
within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people. 

-Jeremiah 31:31, 33 

And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within 
you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give 
you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause 
you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. 

-Ezekiel 36:26–27
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