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Grace in the Wilderness | Numbers 15

If they can’t make it...
how on earth will | ever
be able to0?



NUMBERS 15

God'’s gracious commitment to his people (1-21)
God'’s gracious approach to sin (22-29)

The limits of God’s grace (30-36)

A call to remember and obey (37-41)

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to the people of
Israel and say to them, When you come into the land you
are to inhabit, which | am giving you...

-Numbers 15:1-2
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The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to the people of
Israel and say to them, When you come into the land to
which | bring you and when you eat of the bread of the
land, you shall present a contribution to the LORD. Of the
first of your dough you shall present a loaf as a
contribution; like a contribution from the threshing floor, so
shall you present it. Some of the first of your dough you
shall give to the LORD as a contribution throughout your
generations.

-Numbers 15:17-21 ‘7
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Every native Israelite shall do these things in this way, in
offering a food offering, with a pleasing aroma to the
LORD. And if a stranger is sojourning with you, or anyone is
living permanently among you, and he wishes to offer a
food offering, with a pleasing aroma to the LORD, he shall
do as you do. For the assembly, there shall be one statute
for you and for the stranger who sojourns with you, a statute
forever throughout your generations. You and the sojourner
shall be alike before the LORD. One law and one rule shall
be for you and for the stranger who sojourns with you.”

-Numbers 15:13-16
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There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor
free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in
Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you are
Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.

-Galatians 3:28-29
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NUMBERS 15

God'’s gracious approach to sin (22-29)

at - one - ment:

How man is reconciled to God
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But the person who does anything with a high hand

[NIV: "sins defiantly”], whether he is native or a sojourner,
reviles the LORD, and that person shall be cut off from
among his people. Because he has despised the word of
the LORD and has broken his commandment, that person
shall be utterly cut off; his iniquity shall be on him.”

-Numbers 15:30-31
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NUMBERS 15

The limits of God’s grace (30-36)

Moses assembled all the congregation of the people of

Israel and said to them, “These are the things that the
LORD has commanded you to do. Six days work shall be
done, but on the seventh day you shall have a Sabbath of
solemn rest, holy to the LORD. Whoever does any work on
it shall be put to death. You shall kindle no fire in all your
dwelling places on the Sabbath day.”

-Exodus 35:1-3



And the LORD said to Moses, “The man shall be put to
death; all the congregation shall stone him with stones
outside the camp.” And all the congregation brought him

outside the camp and stoned him to death with stones, as
the LORD commanded Moses.

-Numbers 15:35-36
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The limits of God’s grace (30-36)
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Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says,

“Today, if you hear his voice,

do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion,
on the day of testing in the wilderness,

where your fathers put me to the test
and saw my works for forty years.

Therefore | was provoked with that generation,

and said, ‘They always go astray in their heart;
they have not known my ways.’

As | swore in my wrath,

‘They shall not enter my rest.”” ‘7



Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil,
unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living
God. But exhort one another every day, as long as it is
called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the
deceitfulness of sin. For we have come to share in Christ, if
indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end. As
it is said,

“Today, if you hear his voice,

do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” 17

For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all
those who left Egypt led by Moses? And with whom was he
provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose
bodies fell in the wilderness?2 And to whom did he swear that they
would not enter his rest, but to those who were disobedient?2 So we
see that they were unable to enter because of unbelief.

Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us
fear lest any of you should seem to have failed to reach it. For
good news came to us just as to them, but the message they heard
did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith with

those who listened.
-Hebrews 3:7-4:2 17
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“And it shall be a tassel for you to look at and remember
all the commandments of the LORD, to do them, not to
follow after your own heart and your own eyes, which you
are inclined to whore after. So you shall remember and do
all my commandments, and be holy to your God. | am the
LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt
to be your God: | am the LORD your God.”

-Numbers 15:39-41
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A call to remember and obey (37-41)

“And it shall be a tassel for you to look at and remember
all the commandments of the LORD, to do them, not to
follow after your own heart and your own eyes, which you
are inclined to whore after. So you shall remember and do
all my commandments, and be holy to your God. | am the
LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt
to be your God: | am the LORD your God.”

-Numbers 15:39-41
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