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Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and 
your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will 
show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will 
bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a 
blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who 
dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed.” 

-Genesis 12:1–3
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And Balak the son of Zippor 
saw all that Israel had done 
to the Amorites. And Moab 
was in great dread of the 
people, because they were 
many. Moab was overcome 
with fear of the people of 
Israel. 

-Numbers 22:2–3



CHARACTERS 
• Balak 
• Balaam

16:25-27



CHARACTERS 
• Balak 
• Balaam 
• God

CHARACTERS 
• Balak 
• Balaam 
• God 
• God’s people

Then the people of Israel set 
out and camped in the plains 
of Moab beyond the Jordan 
at Jericho. 

-Numbers 22:1
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“Behold, a people has come out of Egypt. They cover the 
face of the earth, and they are dwelling opposite me. 
Come now, curse this people for me, since they are too 
mighty for me. Perhaps I shall be able to defeat them and 
drive them from the land, for I know that he whom you 
bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is cursed.” 

-Numbers 22:5b–6
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God said to Balaam, “You shall not go with them. You shall 
not curse the people, for they are blessed.” So Balaam 
rose in the morning and said to the princes of Balak, “Go 
to your own land, for the LORD has refused to let me go 
with you.” So the princes of Moab rose and went to Balak 
and said, “Balaam refuses to come with us.” 

-Numbers 22:12–14
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So Balaam rose in the morning and saddled his donkey 
and went with the princes of Moab. 

-Numbers 22:21



But God’s anger was kindled because he went, and the 
angel of the LORD took his stand in the way as his 
adversary. 

-Numbers 22:22a

Now he was riding on the donkey, and his two servants 
were with him. And the donkey saw the angel of the LORD 
standing in the road, with a drawn sword in his hand. And 
the donkey turned aside out of the road and went into the 
field. And Balaam struck the donkey, to turn her into the 
road. 

-Numbers 22:22b–23



Then the angel of the LORD stood in a narrow path 
between the vineyards, with a wall on either side. And 
when the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, she pushed 
against the wall and pressed Balaam’s foot against the 
wall. So he struck her again. 

-Numbers 22:24–25

Then the angel of the LORD went ahead and stood in a 
narrow place, where there was no way to turn either to the 
right or to the left. When the donkey saw the angel of the 
LORD, she lay down under Balaam. And Balaam’s anger 
was kindled, and he struck the donkey with his staff. 

-Numbers 22:26–27



Then the LORD opened the mouth of the donkey, and she 
said to Balaam, “What have I done to you, that you have 
struck me these three times?” And Balaam said to the 
donkey, “Because you have made a fool of me. I wish I 
had a sword in my hand, for then I would kill you.” And the 
donkey said to Balaam, “Am I not your donkey, on which 
you have ridden all your life long to this day? Is it my habit 
to treat you this way?” And he said, “No.” 

-Numbers 22:28–30



Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the 
angel of the LORD standing in the way, with his drawn 
sword in his hand. And he bowed down and fell on his 
face. And the angel of the LORD said to him, “Why have 
you struck your donkey these three times? Behold, I have 
come out to oppose you because your way is perverse 
before me. The donkey saw me and turned aside before me 
these three times. If she had not turned aside from me, 
surely just now I would have killed you and let her live.” 

-Numbers 22:31–33

Then Balaam said to the angel of the LORD, “I have sinned, 
for I did not know that you stood in the road against me. 
Now therefore, if it is evil in your sight, I will turn back.” 
And the angel of the LORD said to Balaam, “Go with the 
men, but speak only the word that I tell you.” So Balaam 
went on with the princes of Balak. 

-Numbers 22:34–35
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Balaam said to Balak, “Behold, I have come to you! Have I 
now any power of my own to speak anything? The word 
that God puts in my mouth, that must I speak.” 

-Numbers 22:38
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 #1. God has blessed them 
 #2. God has set them apart 
 #3. God is faithful to His promise 
 #4. God doesn’t change His mind 
 #5. God is with them 
 #6. God is for them 
 #7. God loves them 
 #8. God fights for them

Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of 
Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would 
justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel 
beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the 
nations be blessed.” So then, those who are of faith are 
blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. 

-Galatians 3:7–9
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Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming 
a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is 
hanged on a tree”—so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of 
Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might 
receive the promised Spirit through faith. 

-Galatians 3:13–14
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